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January 21, 2019

Mr. Eric Gernath

Chief Executive Officer
SUEZ North America
461 From Road
Paramus, NJ 07652

Dear Mr. Gernath:

Last week, dangerously high levels of lead were found in 16 out of 108 homes tested across Hudson and Bergen
Counties. Disturbingly, all of these homes receive their water from the Haworth Water Treatment Plant in the
Fifth District, which, according to the Star-Ledger, serves nearly 800,000 residents — including children and
their families — in fifty-seven towns across northern New Jersey. This is an alarming issue for our community
and | need your personal commitment to addressing it quickly.

Like all Americans, New Jersey families must have access to clean drinking water. | am deeply committed to
protecting our communities from lead and other dangerous contaminants, which can be harmful to children
seniors especially. Parents are justifiably alarmed at the results of the test which indicated levels of lead reaching
18 parts per billion, well above the federal standard of 15 parts per billion. Knowing of the technology available,
there is no reason why North Jersey families should be facing this reality in 2019.

| appreciate your time briefing local elected officials and me in the days immediately following the
announcement. The families impacted and their representatives need an open line of communication to ensure
there is transparency and access to clean water data.

| appreciate you making information available on your website for customers to request free at-home water
testing and for your other measures to help address the communitys concerns.

As we discussed in our conversation, I am requesting you to:

1. Provide “self assessment” information to customers, as many are unaware that they have lead pipes in their
home;

2. Make the action plan required by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection available to the
public;

3. Review and revise your timetable to fully replace lead pipes. This should be done as soon as possible;

4. Send notifications to residents, as well as account holders, so that renters may have immediate access to
information.

5. Ensure that information and test results shared with customers be provided in clear, easy to understand
information.
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Please provide a written update within five business days of this letter detailing your plans to address these
items.

I also understand that Suez’s communications with the public on this issue must be approved by the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection. | am calling upon the Department and the Governor to review these
communications within 24-48 hours, particularly if the public’s health is at risk, so that information gets to the
public in a timely manner.

I will continue fighting to make sure that New Jersey children and families have access to clean and safe

drinking water. I look forward to hearing you personally on this important matter as soon as possible. If you
have any additional questions, please contact me at (201) 389-1100.

Sincerely,

), i

| Josh Gottheimer
' MEMBER OF CONGRESS

CC:

Governor Phil Murphy

NJ Department of Environmental Protection Commissioner Catherine McCabe
Senator Loretta Weinberg
Assemblyman Gordon Johnson
Assemblywoman Valerie Huttle
Senator Joe Lagana

Assemblywoman Lisa Swain
Assemblyman Chris Tully

Senator Gerald Cardinale
Assemblyman Robert Auth
Assemblywoman Holly Schepisi
County Executive Jim Tedesco

Bergen County Board of Chosen Freeholders
Alpine Mayor Paul Tomasko
Bergenfield Mayor Normal Schmelz
Bogota Mayor Chris Keleman

Closter Mayor John Glidden

Demarest Mayor Melinda lanuzzi
Dumont Mayor Jim Kelly

Emerson Mayor Danielle DiPaola
Hackensack Mayor John Labrosse
Harrington Park Mayor Paul Hoelscher
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Haworth Mayor Tom Ference

Hillsdale Mayor John Ruocco

Lodi Mayor Emil Carafa

Maywood Mayor Adrian Febre

Montvale Mayor Mike Ghassali

New Milford Mayor Mike Putrino

Northvale Mayor Pat Marana

Norwood Mayor James Barsa

Old Tappan Mayor John Kramer

Oradell Mayor Dianne Didio

Paramus Mayor Rich Labarbiera

River Edge Mayor Ed Mignone

River Vale Mayor Glen Jasionowski
Rochelle Park Mayor Michael Kazimir
Rockleigh Mayor Robert Schaffer

Teaneck Mayor Mohammed Hameeduddin
Township of Washington Mayor Peter Calamari
Upper Saddle River Mayor Joanne Minichetti
Westwood Mayor John Birkner

Woodcliff Lake Mayor Carlos Rendo
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